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Getting on with the job of good In this issue:
government

Younger
THE year is well underway with the latest round Australians in
of Senate estimates starting yesterday. Despite Aged Care

a challenging start to 2015 for the Government,
the Coalition team remains focused on tackling
important national and state issues. We are

Senate Inquiry into
Agricultural Levies

working hard to put in place the long-term = Dame Elizabeth
structural reform necessary to grow and diversify Couchman
our economy and to fix Labor’s legacy of debt Address

and deficit disaster. Although the budget is under
pressure, economic and employment signals are
increasingly positive. The economy is growing at ©  Delivering real

Intework visit

a rate of 2.7 per cent annually, the number of job outcomes
advertisements climbed 13.6 per cent in

2014 and an addition 213,000 jobs were

created.

The new Senate has certainly presented Perth Electorate Office:
challenges for the Government, blocking almost (08) 9368 6633

$30 billion in essential budget reforms
savings, but it's important to recognise how Parliament House
much progress the Coalition has already Office: (02) 6277 3296

delivered. Key government achievements
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include:

- Scrapped the mining tax;

- Stopped the boats;

- Delivered a $50 billion infrastructure package

- Major projects worth $1 trillion have been
given environmental approval; and

- Three free trade agreements delivered.

Committee work has kept the early part of 2015
exceptionally busy, particularly my involvement
in a number issues ranging from younger
Australians in aged care to agricultural levies. |
am looking forward to planned visits out and
about right across WA over the next few months.

Until next time,

Linis.

Younger Australians in aged care

UPON entering the Senate last year | made it my
mission to draw national attention to the plight of
more than 6000 younger Australians living in
aged care. Last November, | sponsored a
Senate inquiry into the adequacy of existing
residential care arrangements for younger
Australians with physical, mental and intellectual
disabilities. Nursing homes are no place for a
young person. | recently met with two
remarkable individuals, Kirby Littley and Kirrily
Hayward in Geelong. | was grateful to hear the
insights and personal experiences of both
women, who have each made submissions to

the Senate inquiry. The inquiry has held public
hearings in Perth and Sydney last week. In Perth
the committee heard heart wrenching testimony
from some of the 530 younger Western
Australians living in nursing homes. Additional
hearings are scheduled for Melbourne and

In the media:

PM Agenda Sky News
with Laura Jayes

Wake Up Australia 2GB
Svydney with Michael

McLaren

Fairfax Media article
'18 and in aged care,
they are too young to
be forgotten' by Latika
Bourke.
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